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Never have those words been truer than this past month.  Words cannot begin to express how 
honored I am to be a member of Pilot International and the North Carolina district.  The sense of 
community and service that our Pilots express is truly unbelievable.  Have you ever gotten those 
little goose bumps on your arm?  Well, I did on the weekends of September 13th and 20th. 

 
Over the two weekends, 196 NC Pilots ascended on Valdese and Rocky Mount to attend the two 
Fall Workshops.   We learned, we laughed and we shared Pilot with one another.  What a way to 
spend a Saturday!   We also held our first ever “Old Handbag Sale” .  Pilots cleaned their closets 
of over 200 gently used or new handbags, totes and wallets.  The auction of these purses raised 
$1,456 to go towards our NC District scholarship goal .   I’d like to personally thank the DAC 
and our speakers (Laura Keever, Linda Covington, Joyce Ferguson, Carol Sanders, Cathey 
Blake, Miriam Pridgen, Cathey Stephenson and Ola Mae Cimerro).  I’d also like to thank the Pilots 
from Valdese, Morganton, Rocky Mount, and Luncheon Rocky Mount.  These Pilots came 
together and assisted us greatly as hostesses, registration table checkin, setup crews, and the list 
goes on.   If you didn’t get to attend the workshops – don’t worry.  We’re attaching the handouts 
from the workshops to the end of this bulletin.    You can also find them as links on our district 
website.    Thank you all for making our Fall Workshop dream a reality.   
 
Your District Council Representatives (DCR’s) have been on the road this past month.  We’ve 
visited 13 of our 30 clubs thus far.  One of the common threads we’re seeing is how our clubs 
could benefit from a  Strategic Plan.  Whether you’ve never done one or it has been a while and 
you need to re-visit it, this is a great tool for all clubs.  If you were at the Fall Workshops, Laura 
and Linda shared with us the process and what your club can expect to get out of it.  I like to visit 
Nido Qubein’s website and read his “Q Tip’s” every now and then.  I found this one and think it 
sums up Strategic Planning – “Goals are simply a way of breaking a vision into s maller, 
workable units”.  If your club is interested in this, please let your DCR know.  Thank you for the 
North Carolina hospitality you’ve shown us all.  We hit the road again in October for visits to 
another 12 of our clubs.  It’s always wonderful to visit and celebrate Pilot.   Keep up the great 
work and be sure to share your club successes with us.   
 
As you know, October is ‘Membership Month’ and I know that many of you will be hosting Share 
Pilots.   This is a great way to invite potential members and show them what Pilot is all about.  
President Debbie’s goal for us is one new member.  Just think – if every club in North Carolina got 
one new member, we would have 30 new members!!  Congratulations to our clubs that are 
already reporting new members.   
 
Have a wonderful month and remember to talk Pilot! 
 
In Friendship and Service, 
Shannon 
spburks@uncg.edu or ncdistrict@yahoo.com 
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Governor-Elect Paula Haste………………………. 
I couldn’t start this article off with anything but a “WOW!”  
September has been a busy month for NC Pilots.  Governor 
Shannon, Lt. Governor Mitzi and I kicked off our Official Visits 
this month.  I must tell you that we have been enriched and 
energized by your Pilot spirit and heart for service.  As we 
continue our visits in October and November, we are excited 
about the opportunity to get to know all of our clubs and to learn 
of the wonderful work you are all doing in the name of Pilot 
across our  fine state. 
 
We also completed our Regional Fall Workshops in Valdese 
and Rocky Mount last weekend.  If you attended either event, 
you know how much fun we had and how informative these 
sessions were.   
 
Many thanks to those who completed evaluations to help us 
grow and to plan District events for next year.  Your feedback is 
important to us.  This is your District and we want you to be 
assured that your voice is being heard and we are acting on 
your feedback.  In that spirit, I wanted to share just a little 
information members provided to us through the evaluations.   
An overwhelming majority (87%) of Pilots prefer the Regional 
Fall Workshop (multiple, one day events) format to the 
traditional Fall Council (one, weekend long event).  Additionally, 
we received great feedback on potential locations for the 
Regional Fall Workshops next year. 
Members were also asked if they preferred staying in 
Greensboro for District Convention or moving District 
Convention around the state.  43% of respondents preferred to 
stay in Greensboro compared to 40% who would like to move 
around the state.  In this poll, there was a 17% “No Response” 
rate. 
 
You also provided us with some great ideas for topics for next 
year’s workshops.  Sessions you’d like to see range from 
Projects, Fundraisers, Sharing Innovative Ideas, continued 
Leadership Development to Tips/Mentoring for Smaller Clubs. 
 
We hope you left Fall Workshops revitalized and ready to 
attend District Convention this year.  It promises to be a great 
event and we really hope to see many of our Pilots in 
attendance to help celebrate our District’s 70th Birthday. 
In closing, I would be remise to not announce that in honor of 
Foundation Month, the DAC elected Governor Shannon as our 
PIF Sweetheart.  Governor Shannon is a great leader, a great 
mentor and an even better friend!  Your DAC is proud and 
honored to serve with her this year.   
 
If you have any feedback or anything that I can be of assistance 
with, please do not hesitate to contact me!  I’m here to help. 
 
Governor-Elect Paula 
pmthaste@aol.com 
 

Lt. Governor Mitzi Tutterow………. 
October is Membership Month and what better time to host a 
Share Pilot or Membership Event.  If you attended either of the 
Fall Workshops, you know what it takes to “get new members in 
the bag”.  If you did not attend, let me “share” a little of the 
workshop with you. Each table was given a bag with unusual 
items in it and simply told to use their imagination to plan a 
“Share Pilot”.  Imagination runs rampant in the NC District…we 
are a very creative group.  This is just a sampling of what was 
put together.   
 
(Thanks Valdese)  
 
·  Invitation (Paper)……. 
·  Stick with us. (Velcro) 
·  We keep our eyes on the vision. (Magnifying 

glass/eyes)……. 
·  We are not just hot air. (Balloon) 
·  We have ties to the circle of our community. (Rubber band, 

strings) 
·  We embrace diversity. (Crayons) 
·  We come together with a twist of fun. (Twist and palm tree) 
·  Be a star with us. (Bee and star eraser) 
·  Together we raise money for projects. (Paperclip and 

money) 
·  To touch everyone we know. (Phone book) 
·  We know that we are not alone; we hold each other up. 

(Clothes pin) 
·  Will you help us to push forward to build the fabric of our 

community? (Push pin and button) 
·  And with all of these things, we hope we have a new 

member in the bag. (Bag) 
 
This was just a fun way to show that hosting a Share Pilot is not 
difficult.  It can be simple and casual or elaborate and fancy.  
You just need to follow the “Tips for a Successful Share Pilot” 
brochure created by the DAC from PI resources.  This brochure 
can be found on the NC District website (www.pincdistrict.org) 
under Forms.  Scroll down to the miscellaneous box and there it 
is.  This gives you the information you need, in easy to follow 
steps, to plan your event.  Also, included in the brochure is the 
different Recognition Programs offered by PI.  Please take the 
time to read over this brochure…it will be worth your time. 
 
President Debbie has asked that each club get one new 
member this year, I hope that you will share your successes 
with me.  Remember “A Pilot membership is a gift wrapped in 
ribbons of opportunity.” Anonymous.   
 
Lt. Governor Mitzi 
mitzitutterow@yahoo.com 
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From the District Treasurer........... 
 
It was awesome seeing so many of you at our Fall Workshops.  
I didn't know the Secretary/Treasurer's Workshop could be 
sooo much fun!!!!!  I do know it is always fun being in the 
company of all my Pilot friends.  Just a recap of the topics we 
discussed at the Treasurer's Workshop, 
 
   *  To be a Gold Club  your clubs dues and scholarship money 
must be paid in full to the District Treasurer by  January 1, 
2009. 
 
   *  Please use the updated Treasurer's Report when sending 
in payments to the district. 
 
   *  The 990-N form is a new requirement this year.  The web 
site is www.epostcard.form990.org  this is due by  11/15/08. 
Please print a copy for your club's records and a copy for the 
District Treasurer. 
 
   *  During October I will be sending  a Statement of Receipts  
to all the Club Treasurers.  This statement will show payments 
made to the District for dues and scholarships. It will also show 
any balance due to be a Gold Club.  
 
September was a great month for the NC Pilots!!!!  Let's build 
on that energy and keep the Pilot Spirit going strong!!!! 
 
Wish it.......Dream it.......Do it! 
 
 
Dee Ann Stafford, District Treasurer 
carolst139@aol.com 
  

 

	

 
From the District 
Secretary………  
 
What a Pleasure it was to share a really 
terrific experience with so many of you at 
our District Fall Workshops!  Back in August we praised the 
kind hospitality we experienced at the PI Convention in July.  
Our Fall Workshops on September 13th and 20th demonstrated 
without a doubt that, when it comes to making others feel 
welcome, our North Carolina Pilots are unsurpassed.  Our Host 
clubs in Valdese and Rocky Mount were wonderfully gracious.  
Many thanks go out to all who helped to make these workshops 
truly special!   
 
At our Workshops, we learned that many clubs have already 
gained new members this year, by way of “Share Pilot” 
programs.  We also learned that several additional “Share Pilot” 
events are planned across the District during October.  
Welcome to our new members!  Best Wishes for success are 
offered, as well, as our clubs strive to meet PI President Debbie 
Archer’s goal of at least one new member, this year.  Reminder 
to all Club Secretaries:  If you have experienced a recent 
change in membership, please don’t forget to report it. 
 
All of our clubs shared information in passing about upcoming 
Service Projects and Fundraising Projects.  Please remember 
to let us know more about them, will you?  Let’s share them 
with the rest of the District in our Newsletter, and on our District 
Website! 
 
Our breakout sessions encouraged those who attended them to 
take advantage of our websites –  www.pilotinternational.org 
and www.pincdistrict.org – for current forms and manuals, for 
scholarship information, and for available resources about 
projects and programs, just to name a few options.  Great 
News!  You might not have been able to attend a Fall Workshop 
(you were missed), but you certainly can have fun checking out 
these two websites.  Aside from all else, if you’re into online 
shopping at all, the PI website carries some really cool things – 
Check It Out!   
 
District Secretary Vashti 
Vashti.forrest@convatec.com 
�

�

“If there is any kindness I can show, or any good thing I can do 

to any fellow being, let me do it now, and not deter or neglect it, 

as I shall not pass this way again.” 
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Parliamentary 

Protocol��
 

 
At our Fall Workshops I did a session on Club’s Standing Rules.  After the Workshop in Valdese, I 
realized that we needed a summary of what should and should not be in your Club’s Standing Rules.  
This one page summary is included at the end of the Bulletin.  
 
Also, as I reviewed our Clubs’ Standing Rules, I noticed that many of our Clubs had just quoted our PI 
Bylaws.  Since I was recommending to you that you delete these from your Standing Rules, I prepared 
and handed out copies of a three-page document called “Pilot International Bylaws Cheat Sheet On 
Club Section”.   
This is a brief summary of the PI Bylaws that you may copy for your members and put in your Club 
Yearbooks for reference when questions come up related to your Club.   
 
We have included a copy of this at the end of the Bulletin so you may print it and make copies for your 
members.  I did not include the sections on the responsibilities of the Board and the Officers since only 
Directors and Officers need this information; the President should copy these pages and give them to 
their Board members.   
 
If you have not sent me your Standing Rules and would like to do so, it is not too late.  I will be glad to 
look at them and give you feedback. 
 
Laura Keever, NC District Parliamentarian 
PC Greensboro      Email:  keeverj@bellsouth.net 

 
 

Operations 

 
 
Please remember to make plans to enter the Best ‘B.R.A.’ Membership application for dazzling  winning 
ideas to gain and keep members in your Pilot Club.  We want the words describing your Title , What 
you Do , How you reward Members  and How you Retain Members to jump off the pages at us as we 
review your Big Results Anticipated Application. 
 
A $100 reward will be given to the winning club.  This information is due December 8th and the winner 
will be announced on December 22nd.  Send the completed forms to me.  The form can be downloaded 
from our web page. 
 
Please accept the fact that every club goes through sagging memberships.  A great way to get "bust"ed. 
out of a slump is to form a Hook Committee . 
     *Publicity! Publicity! Publicity! 
     *Sell Pilot like Victoria's Secret!  Flaunt, what 'cha got in Pilot - Friendship and Service around the 
world. 
       *If you believe in Pilot, sell Pilot like you were on commission! 
 
For those of you who need great help recruiting members please contact us as soon as possible.  
Remember we want to really use our ‘B.R.A’. plan, with  Big Results A nticipated 
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Congratulations to Pilot Linda 
Simmons, PC Laurinburg.  
Linda has a new grandson.  
Dawson Lee Simmons was 
born August 6, 2008.  He 
weighed 6lbs 12 oz. 
 

Chaplain’s Corner 
	
Thoughtful Moment 
 
A Second Chance 

I grew up as a foster child from the age of eight. Unlike most children I knew, I never really had a 
biological mother. I never got to experience the unconditional love and wonderment a mother gives 
her child. So growing up was a bit harder on me than on most other children. A drastic change came 
suddenly when I was in the eleventh grade. I was now in my second foster home and had been 
there for the past five years. I was surrounded by a warm and caring family. But still something 
pained me deeply. I felt “out of place.” I wasn’t her birth child, so I remained distant, not allowing 
myself to love her as much as I could. 

In one night, things changed for the better and forever. I was doing homework while waiting for the 
rest of the family to return home from their events. It was a daily routine. I spent most of my nights by 
myself finding things to keep me busy. As I was reading a paragraph for English I heard the closing 
of the back door and my foster mom calling me. I walked into the kitchen where she was holding a 
hardcover children’s book that she had borrowed from work. “I want you to read this,” she said 
excitedly. “It’s absolutely wonderful.” She handed me the book, and I glanced at it with curiosity: The 
Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn. I was just about to question her when she smiled at me. “Trust me. 
You’ll love it!” 

Reluctantly I grabbed a stool and made myself comfortable at the counter and began to read the 
book. I thoroughly enjoyed it. It was a touching story of a raccoon mom who places a kiss in the 
palm of her child’s hand to remind him that if ever he should get scared he just has to press his 
Kissing Hand to his cheek. That way he can always remember that his mommy loves him. I 
wondered why my foster mom asked me to read it. But I shrugged off the unknown answer and 
headed back to my room to complete my unfinished homework.  

Later that night, I was sitting at the same spot where I had read the book and talking with Mom when 
suddenly she did something totally unexpected. She ever so gently took my hand and put a warm 
loving kiss in the center of my palm. She then quietly closed my hand and held it between hers and 
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spoke words that I had dreamt of hearing for so long. “Whenever you get scared or sad, remember 
that your mommy loves you.” 

As the tears began to form in my eyes, I began to understand, and so I smiled a smile that touched 
the very depth of my once-wounded heart. I truly do have a mother. No, she wasn’t biological, but 
she was mine just the same. 

                                                                                             Cynthia Blatchford (Chicken Soup) 
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Please keep all of our Pilots and families in your thoughts and prayers.  Also, please take a moment to pray for 
all our Pilots that are in the paths of the recent hurricanes. 
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------------------------------------------------------------------- cut this out for reference------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

Dates to Remember – 3 month glance 
October 2008  November 2008  December 2008 

1 

 

Deadline for PIF 
grant application to 
District PIF Rep, 
Joyce Ferguson 

 1 Anchor International 
dues paid by the 1st 

 22 – 26 

 

PI/PIF Headquarters 
Closed for Holidays 

15 

 

Postmark deadline 
for PIF grant 
application to PIF 
Headquarters 

 15 

 

Deadline for US 
Clubs & Districts to 
file IRS forms 

   

18 
 

Pilot International 
Founder’s Day 

 27-29 PI Headquarters 
closed for 
Thanksgiving 
Holiday 

 

 

Start thinking about 
potential candidates 
for District Office – 
nominations run 
November 2008  April 
2009 
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25 

 

Make A Difference 
Day 
 
www.makeadifferenc
eday.com 

 

 

Start thinking about 
potential candidates 
for District Office – 
nominations run 
November 2008  
April 2009 

 

 

Send Club Success 
stories to PI HQ or 
email to: 
success@pilothq.org 

 

 

REMINDERS: 
November 15 is 
deadline for filing IRS 
Form 990 
 
Outstanding Catalog 
Sales balances 
should be paid. 

    

 

Encourage Pilot & 
Anchor Club to 
participate in “The 
Anchor Advisor of the 
Year” competition.  
Deadline in January 

 

Anchor Club 
Treasurer’s reports 
should reach PI 
before November 1st.  
Anchor Club Member 
dues are 
$10/member 
 

    

 

Quarterly statements 
mailed to clubs from 
Catalog Sales 

        
 

 

 

 

Around the District 

Marion We will be having a "Garage Sale"  on October 11th in front of President Gail's Rivera Home (50 Academy 
St.) during the Marion's Mountain Glory Festival.  We’ll also start working on one of our major fund raisers - 
"Lights on Marion's Christmas Tree" at our next club meeting 
�
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Clubs – if you have something you’d like to share with the other NC Pilots, please send me a short blurb.  Email it to:  
ncdistrict@yahoo.com 
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